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ABSTRACT

This article examines the contentious issue of U.S. involvement in political protests in
Thailand, analyzing geopolitical motivations and evaluating evidence both supporting and
refuting such claims. The study highlights Southeast Asia as a key battleground for influence
between the United States and China, with Thailand serving as a critical strategic node in this
competition. While some argue that the protests are driven by internal dynamics and reject the
notion of external intervention, others present evidence suggesting U.S. support for democratic
movements, both ideologically and financially, through organizations such as the National
Endowment for Democracy (NED). Historical cases of U.S. interventions worldwide are
compared with Thailand’s unique political landscape, revealing patterns of strategic influence.
Publicly available evidence has fueled speculation about whether the U.S. is behind the
protests, though the U.S. government has consistently denied any involvement, emphasizing
its strong alliance with Thailand. If such involvement exists, it would likely fall under covert
operations, conducted in secrecy without official acknowledgment. Consequently, the
conclusion remains inconclusive due to the lack of definitive evidence. However, the broader
context of geopolitical rivalry underscores the importance of understanding external influences
on domestic politics. These findings offer insights into managing Thailand’s political
challenges amid intensifying global power struggles.
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